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Mr. Edwin William Gurr was a lawyer in Independent Samoa at the turn of the 20™
century. From Tasmania, he made his way to Samoa around 1889, partnering in a legal
firm and soon marrying into a Samoan family. He became employed by the Samoan
Government at the Berlin Treaty’s Samoan Land Commission during 1890-1893 as the
Native’s Advocate, returning to practice after the Commission dissolved. Upon the
division and annexation of Samoa in 1899, he accepted employemnt from the U.S. Navy
at American Samoa as the first Secretary of Samoan Affairs 1900-1908. In later years, he
returned to Independent Samoa and was part of the Civil Rights Mau Movement of Samoa
in the 1920s before being exiled by British Samoa authorities in the early 1930s. He made
his way back to his Samoan family however and died peacefully in his adopted islands.
His archives are a rich testament of Samoan History valuable to historical scholars and
researchers. Donated by his family for posterity, they are held at the New Zealand
National Archives’ Alexander Turnbull Library in Wellington, New Zealand: Manuscript
collecton 56.
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