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CONSTITUTION OF AMEHICAN BAMOA

Whereas, the Congress of the United States, in its het of
February 20, 1929, provided that until the Congrese shall
provide for the Government of the islends of Linesriean
Samoa, all civil, judicial and military. povers shall bs ves~
ted in such.person or persons and exercised in such manner
as the President of the United Stetes shall direct

Whereas, by Executive Order No, 1026 tho President of the
United States dirceted that the Becretary of the Interior
should take such action as may be mscesspry and appropricte
and in harmony with applicable law, for the administration
of civil government in imerican Samod;

Whereas, it is appropriate that, in the process of developing
self-government,. the people of Amecrican Samos ghould enjoy
certain rights and responsibilities inherent in 1, he "ropro~
sentative form of government; and 3

Whereas, ‘it is desirable that these rights and responsibilitics
be clearly set forth in a Constitution, and the adoption
of a Constitution dis in harmony with applicable law:

Now, therefore, this Constitution, having been ratificd and
approved by the Seeretary of the Inbtcricr and having been
approved by the Constitutional Convention of the 'people of
American Samoa, is.established to further advance govern-
ment of the people, by the people, and for the pecple of
American Samoa. A

ARTICLE T
BILL OF RIGHTS

SECTION 1. FREEDOM OF RELIGION, SPEECH, PRESS, RIGHTS OF ASSEMBLY
AND PETITION: There shall be separation of church

amd government, and no law shall be enacted respecting an epstablish~

ing of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or

abridging the freedom of speech or of the press, or the right of

the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for

a redress of grievances. :

SECTION 2., NO DEPRIVLTION OF LIFE, LIBERTY, OR PROPERTY WITHOUT
- DUE PROCESS: No person shall be deprived of life,

liberty, or property, without_ due process of law, nor shall pri-

vate property be taken for public use without just campensation.

SECTION 3. POLICE PROTECTIVE LEGISLATION: It shall be the policy

of the Government of aimerican Samoa to protect persons
of Samoan ancestry against-alienation of thedr Jlands and the destruc-
tion of the Samoan way of life and:language, contrary to their best
interests: Such legislation as may be necessary may be enacted to
protect the lands, customs, culture, and traditional Samoan family
organization of persons of Samoan ancestry, and to encourage busi-
ness enterprises by such persons. No change in the law respocting
the alienation or transfer of land or any interest therein, shall
be effective unless the same be approved by two succeseive legis-
latures by a two-thirds vote of the entire membership of each house
and by the Governor.
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SECTION 4, DIGNITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL: The dignity of the
individual shall be respected and every person is entitled
protection of the law against malicious, and unjustifizble pmﬂ ic
;ttacks on the name, reputation, or honor of himself or of his

SECTION 5, PROTECTION AGAINST UNREASONABLE SEARCHES AND

SEIZURES: The right of the people to be secure in their
persons, houses, papers and effects, 2gainst unreagonable gezrches
and  seizures, shall not be violated, 2nd no warrants shzll issue,
but upon probable cause, supports by oath or affirmation, and
particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons
or things to be seized, Evidence obtained in violaticn of this
Section shall not be admitted in any court.

SECTION 6. RIGHTS OF AN ACCUSED: .No person shzll be subject

for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of 1life or
liberty; nor shall he be compelled in any criminal czse to be 2z
witness against Himself; end the failure of the acecused to testify
shall not be commented upon nor teken against him, ‘In 211 criminzl
prosecutions, the accused shall have the right to 2 speedy and
public trial; to be informed of the nature 2nd cause of the zccu—
sation and to. have a copy thereof; to be confronted vith the wit-
nessés against him, to have compulsory process for obtzining wit—
nesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for

his defense. Every man is presumed irnocent until he is proncunced
guilty by law, and no act of severity which i3 not rezscnably
necessary to secure the arrest of an accused person shall be per-
mitted. All persons shall be bailable by sufficient suretiss ex—
cept for capital offenses and rape, where proof is evident or the
presumption great. Excessive bail shall not be reguired, nor ex—
cesdive fines imposed nor cruel or unusual punishments inflicted.

SECTION 7. HABEAS CORPUS: The writ of habeas corpus shall be
granted withowt delay and free of costs. The privilege of the
writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended except by the Gover—
nor and then only when the public safety requires it in case of
war, rebellion, insurrection or invasion,

SECTION 8, QUARTERING OF MILITIA: No soldier or member of the
militia shall, in time of pecace, be quartered in any house with-
out the consent of the owner or the lawful occupant, nor in time
of war, except in a manner prescribed by law. The military
authority shall always be subordinate to the civil authorixy in
time of peace.

SECTION 9, IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT: There shall be no imprison-
ment for debt except in cases of fraud.

SECTION 10, SLAVERY PROHIBITED: HNeither slavery, nor involun-
tary: servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the
party shall have been duly convicted shall exist in American
Samoa,

SECTION 11, TREASON: Treason against the Government of imerican
Samoa shall consist only in levying war against it, adhering to

its enemies, or givirng them aid and comfort. No person shall be
convicted of treason except on the testimony of two witnesses to
the seme overt act, or a confession in open court,
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creases in the amount of grant funds approved by
the Congress, and the Governor shall infoxm the

Legislature of his actions in this regard at its
next regular session.

(d) Legislation involving the expenditure of funds
other than as budgeted shall include revenue
measures to provide the needed funds.

The authority conferred upon the Legislature by this section
shall not be construed as a limitation upon the legislative
power vested in the Governor by Section 9 of this Article.

SECTION 2, MEMBERSHIP: The Senate shall consist of one
member, from each county, provided that there shall be an addi-
tional Senator from the Western District., The first such
additional Senator.shall be elected in.and from Lealataua

(Fofo) County in the election held in 1960; his successor in
and from Leasina (Aitulagi) County; his successor in and from
Tualauta County; and his successor in and from Tuvalatai County,
and thereafter in rétation from such four counties in the order
named. Such additior_x;’-L'L.Senator shall serve a térm of fwo years.

The House of Representatives shall consist of members ele cted
on the basis of population in such ratic as may be provided by
law; provided that each county shall always have at least one
representative regardless of population; and provided further
that the total number of members shall never exceed 24. The
first House of Representatives to be elected following the adop-
tion of this Constitution shall be composed of one Representa-
tive from ecach county, except that Lealataua (Fofo) County shall
have two Representatives and Ma'uputasi County shall have three
Representatives. Representation shall be reapportioned by law ab
indervals of not léss than 10 years. :

The adult permanent residents of Swains Island may elect at an
open meeting a delegate to the House of Representatives who shall
have all of the privileges of a member of the House except the
right to vote. . i

SECTION 3. QUALIFICLTION OF MEMBERS:

L Senator shall (a)-be a United States Nationalj

(b)-be at least 30 years of age at the time
of his election; -

(c)-have lived in American Samoa for a total
of at least five years and have been a bona
fide resident therecof for at least one year
next preceding his election; and

(d)-be the registered head of a Samoan family,
who maintains his monotaga, that is, who
fulfills his obligation as required by
Samoan oustom in the eounty from which he
is olected.

/i Representative shall:
(a)-be a United States National;

(b)~ be at lenst 25 yenrs of age at the time
of his election; and :
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(¢)-have lived in fAmerican Samoa for a total of at
least five years and have been a bona fide resi-
dent of the county from which he is elected for
at least one year next preceding his elecction.

~ delegate from Swains Island shall have the qualifications of
a representative except that in lieu of residence in a county
he shall hrve been a bona fide resident of Swains Island far at
least one year next preceding his election.

No person who shall have been expelled from the Legislature for
giving or receiving g bribe or being an accessory thereto, and
no person who shall have been cnvicted of a felony, shall sit
in the Legislature, unless the person so convicted shall have
been pardoned and have had restored to him his civil rights.

No person holdirg any other public office shall be eligible during
his continuance in such office for membership in the Legislature,

SECTION 4, MNNER OF EIECTION: 4 Semator shall be elected
in accordance wit h Samoan custom by the dounty council of the
county he is to represent, )

Representatives shall be chosen by secret bdlot of the quali-
fied electors of their respective counties; provided that in
case a county has more than one representntive such county
shall be divided by law into as many divisions as it shall have
representatives and one representative shall be elected from
each such division by the electors thereof.

SECTION 5, ELECTIONS: Elections shall be held biennially
in each even-numbered year beginning on the first  Tuesday
following the first Monmday in November and ending not later
than three weeks thereafter.

SECTION 6., TERM (F OFFICE: Each Sematar except the additional
Senator from the Western District shall hold office for a term

of four years. Representatives including any delegate from Swains
Island shall each hold office for a term of two years, Theterms
of all members of the Legislature including any delegate from
Swains Island shall commence at noon on the third day of January
following their election, except as otherwise provided.,

SECTION 7, QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS: Every person of the

age of 20 years or upwards, belonging to either of the following
classes, who shall have lived in Zmerican Samoa for a total of

at least two years and have been a bona fide resident of the
county or division where he offers to vote for at least om year
next preceding the election and who meets such registration re-
quirements as may be prescribed by law shall be deemed a qualified
elector at such election:

(1) u.S. Nationals;

(2) Other persons of at least one-half Samoan blood
who owe no allegiance to any foreign sovereign
Btate.

No person under guardianship, non compos mentis » or insane shall
be qualified to vote at any election; nor shall any person

who has been convicted of a felony be qualified to vote at any
election unless he has maintained good behavior for seven years

=5



following the date of his conviction or his release from prison,
whichever is the later, .

SECTION 8., IEGISIATIVE SESSIONS: There shall be a regulay
session of the Legislature held in each year beginning on the
second Mdnd,-éy"in March and continuing for not to exceed 30 con—
secutive calendar days., The Legislature may meet in specjal
session at the call of the Governor, but the aggfegate of such
special sessions during any calendar year shall not exceed

fifteen calendar deys,

No legislation mey be considered in a special sess!io‘r/l other
then that specified by the Govemor in the call for the*
special session or in a2 special message to the Legislature
while in session. The Governor shall address a joint meeting
of the Senate and House at the opening of each session.

SECTION 9. ENACTMENT OF L.%S: VETOES: The enacting clause
of 211 bills shall be: "BE IT EN,CTED BY THE LEGISLLTURE OF
AMERTCAN SAMOL," and no law shall be enacted except by bill,
Bills may originate in either House, and may be amended or
altered or rejected by the other. The Governor may submit
proposed legislation to the Legislature for consideration by
it. He may designate any sich proposed legislation as urgent,
if he so considers it, ‘

Every bill, having passed both Houses, sh2ll be signed by the
President of the Senzte and the Speaker of the House, and
shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the Governor
for his zpproval, If he approves it » he shall sign it and it
sh21l become a law, and he shall deposit it in the office of
the Secretary of fmrican Samoa., But if it be not approved

by him, he shall return it with his objections to the House

in which it originated, which shall enter the same in their
Jjournal. Any bill not returned by the Governor within 20

days, after heving been presented to him, shall become a law,
whether signed by him or not, unless the Legislature by ad-
Jjournment prevent such return, in which case it shall not
become 2 law unless the Governor, within 45 days after adjourm-
ment shall sign it, in which case it shall become a law in like
menner 2s if it has been signed by him before adjournment 3 and
the Govemor shall deposit it in the Office of the Secretary
of /merican Szmoa.,

Not later than 14 months after a bill has been vetoed by the
Gox.rcr:nor > it may be passed over his veto by a two-third's

m jority of the entire membership of cach House but may not

be so repassed at the same session at which originally passed.

o’

A 1 s0 repassed shall be re—presented to the Governor for
pproval, If he does not approve it within 20 days,

he shall send it together with his comrent thereon to the
Sccr;t'ry_of @hc Interior, If the Secretary of the Interior
approves it within 90 deys after its receipt by him, it
B8hall become a lavs otherwise it shall net, f

il
o

B

the event that the Governor hes submitted to the Legislature
©scd legislation which he has designated as urgent, and
he I@)gjs,hture hag failed to pass the same in its original
#ion g gjzhmeri)ged’icm rz?ccptnble to the Governor at the 568~
L wh wAs ‘submlttgd, the Governor may himself, with
PPYOVAL of the Scerctr ry of the Interior promulgate such
Proposed degisl ti on ng o 1ay, ) ‘

.



If any bill presented to the Governor should centain severil
items of appropriation of money, he may abjiect to Ghe op

more of such items, or any part or parts thereof, portion op
portions of the bill. In such a case he shall append Lo Ghe
bill, at the time of signing it, a atatement of tle dteng, o
parts or portions thereof, to whieh he objecta, and the ilens,
or parts or portions thereof, so objected te shall not Lanke
effect,

Notwithstanding the provisions in this section wilh ruspect

to a bill becoming a Law upon approval by the Governop o

upon its approval by the Secretary of the Interiap arftiar its
veto by the Governor or the provision permitting the Codverpor
himself to promulgate laws under ecertnin eiveumstances,
changes in the laws referred to in S8ection 3 of Artiele L1,
whether by amendment, repeal or by new statutory provigion,
shall not be effective unless the same ghall have heen

enacted by the Legislature and approved by the Govemor and
the Secretary of th: Interior. Furthermore, nothing in this
section shall be deemed to permit any change in the law resps ol
ing the alienation or transfer of land or any interest Lherein
to be effective unless such change shall have been approved

by two successive Legislatures by a two=~thirde vote of tle one
tire membership of each house and by the Govemor as provided
in Section 3 of Article I.

SECTION 10. PASSAGE OF BILLS: 4 majorlty of all the
members of each House, voting in the affiimative, shall be
necessary to pass any bill or joint resclution,

SECTION 11, POWERS (F EACH HOUSE: Ench House shall keep

a joumal of its preceedings and publish the same, delcrmine
its rules of procedure, punish members for disorderly bee-
havior, and, with the consent of two~thirds of its enlire
membership, may expel a member, but not a second time for

the same offense. Each House shall sit upon its own adjourne
ments, but neither House shall, without the coneurrence of
the other, adjoum for more thant hreec days, nor to any obher
place thah that in which it may be sitting.

SECTION 12. FREEDOM FROM ARREST: Senators and repregen=
tatives and any delegate from Swains Island in all cnses
except treason, felony, or breach of the peace, shall be
privileged fram arrest during a session of the Legislature,
and in going to and returning from the same, No member of
the Legislature shall be held to answer before any t ribunal
other than the Legislature itself for ary spuech or debate
in the Legislature,

SECTION 13, WABANCIES: When vacancies occur in either
House, the Governor, or the person exercising the functions
of Governor, shall issue writs of election to f£ill such
vacancies except if such vacancy occur wthin three months
of the next regular election, no specianl election shall be
held and the Governor mey f£ill such vacancy by appedntment,
of the person recommended by the County Chief of the County
from which the vacancy arose. A person elected to fill a
vacancy or appointed by the Governor to fill a vacancy shall
take office upon his taking the cath of office and ghall hold
office during the remainder of the term of his predepessa »
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SECTION 14, FUBLIC SESSIONS: The business of each House,
and of the Committee of the Whole, shall be transacted openly
ard not in secret session.

SECTION 15. REAILNG — PASSAGE OF BILLS: No bill shall be
prssed until copies of the same with amendments thereto shall
have beon made available for the use of the members; nor shall

n bill become a law unless the samé shall have been read on two
geparate days in each House previous to the final vote thereon.
On final passage of all bills, they shall be read at length,
soction by section, and the votes shall be by yeas and nays

upon cach bill separately, and shall be entered upon the J9urnal.
The provisions in this section respecting the reading of bills
shall be subject to the exception thet a bill providing for a
general revision of the statutes or Code of American Samoa shall
be read in such manner as the Legislature may prescribe,

SECTION 16, TITLE: Every legislative act shall embrace but
one subject and matters properly connected therewith, which
subjoct shall be expressed in the title; but if any subject
shall be embraced in an act which shall not be expressed in the
title, such act shall be void only as toc so much thereof as
shall not be embraced in the title. 3

SECTION 17, AMENDMENTS AND REVISIONS BY REFERENCE: No law
shall be amended or revised by reference tc its title only; but
in such case the act, as revised, or section or subsection as
amended, shall be re-enacted and published at full length.

SECTION 18. APPOINTMENT TO NEW OFFICES: No member of the
Legislature shall during the term for which he wes slected and
for one year thereafter be appointed to any office which shall
have been created during such term,

SECTION 19. EFFECTIVE DATE OF LiWS: An act of the Legis—

lature required to be approved and approved by the Governor

only shall take effect no sooner than 60 days from the end

of the session at which the same shall have been passed, while
an act required to be approved by beth the Governor and the
Secrctary of the Interior or by the Secretary of the Interior
only after its veto by the Governor and so approved shall take
effect no socner than 4O days after its return to the Governor
by the Secretary of the Interior., The foregoing is subje ct to
the cxception that in the case of an emergency the act may take
effect at an earlier date stated in the act, provided that the
emergency be declared in the preamble and in the body of the act.
i law promulgated by the Govemor with the approval of the Secre-
tory of the Interior shall become effective at the time speci-
fied therein,

SECTION 20, LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL: A Legislative Counsel shall
be appointed by the Governor to assist and advise the Legislature

gnd J;t{O perferm such other and further dutics as may be prescribed
Y We

SECTION 21, QUORWM: A majority of each House shall consti-
tate a quorum for the transaction of business, but 2 smeller
pumbor may adjourn from day to day snd may compel the attendance
of absent, members in such manner as cach House may provide.

SECTION 22, QUALIFICATIONS /ND OFFICERS: Rach House of the

Legisinture shall be the Judge of the qualifications of its
members nnd shall choose its own officers,
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SECTION 23, ADJOURNING LEGISLATURE:" In case of disagreement
between the two Houses with respect To the time of adjournment,
the Governor shall have -power to adjourn the legislature to such
time as he mey, think proper; but no such adjourrment shall be
beyond the time fixed for the next genmeral session of the Legis-
lature, - - . 4

SECTION 24, COMPENSATION OF LSGISLATURE: The members of the
Legislature including any delegate from Swains Tsland shall
each receive for-his services an annual salary of three hundred
dollars, payable to such times as may be provided by law; pro-
vided that the salary of any such m=mber or delegate in office
on the effective date of this Constitubion for the part of the
year 1960 unexpired on such date shall bear the same relation to
three hundred dollars as such unexpired pert shall bear to cne
year, such salary for such unexpired pert of 1960 to be paid on
December 23, 1960.

Ezch member of the lLegislature from Tutuila including Zumi'u
shall be issued a pass by the Government of imerican Samoa

good for daily round-trip public trznsportation between his
village (if no public transportation to his village then be-
tween the point nearest his village to which public transpor-
tation is available) and Fagatogo during regular and specizal
sessions of the Legislature. For his use in atiending a2 ses-
sion, whether regular or specizl, each member from Mmu'a shall
receive a pass from the Government of imerican Samoa good for
one round-trip by ship between Mznu'a eand Tutuila. Any dele-
gate from Swains Island shall be peid $25,00 by the Government
of American Samoa to cover the expense of his travel to attend
a session, either reguler or specizl., Members of the Legis—
lature including any delegate from Swains Island shall reeeive
no compensation, perquisite, or allowance whatscever other then
thet specifically provided for by this section.

SECTION 25, LIMIT.TION ON COMPENSSTION (F EMPICYEES: No
employee of the Legislature or of either House thereof shall

be paid either directly or indirectly for z total of more

than 50 days of service in comnection with 2 regular session

of the Legislature or foar a total of more than 30 deys of

service in comection with specizl sessions in any cne calendar
year. For the purposes cf this section, every employee of

the Legislature or of either House thereof shall be deemed to

be employed for services in comnection with a legislative session.

— ARTICLE IIT —

JUDICI;L BRANCH

SECTION 1, JUDICIAL POWER: The Judicial Power shall be.
vested in the High Court, the District Courts, and such cther
courts as may from time to time be created by law.

SECTION 2, INDEPENDENCE OF THE (DURTS: The Judicial Branch
of the Government of fAmerican Samoa shall be independert of
the Executive and Legislzative Branches.

SECTION 3, CONTINUANCE (F LiWS: The laws of /merican Samoe
respecting the courts, including their Jurisdiction, organiza-
tion and operation, the judicial system, and the judiciary
shall continpe in force until otherwise provided by law. No
change in any such laws, whether by amendment, repeal or by
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now statutory provision shnll be effoctive unless the ande
slinll heve boen ennoted by the Leglslature and approved by the
Governor and by the Seeretary of the Intordorn

SECTION 4s  APPC MIENTs  The Chief Justice of imeriesn Smoa
shinll bo appolntod as provided 4n the lawe of Lthe United Btates.

— ARTIOLE 1V e

EXBOUTLVE BRUICH

BECTION 1. APFOINTMENTS: The Governon of American Sqmoa and
the Sveretary of Am rican Samon shall be appointed nd’}zrovidud
in Lhe lnws of the United Ytates. ‘ : N A

SECTION 2, GOVERNOR: The exocutive power shall be vested

in the Governor of fmerican Samoa, who shall take eare thob
the lnws bo fadthfully exceuted. He sheall perform his dutdes
under the generrl supcrvision of the Seerebary of tite Irtot.i,o?.

SECTION 3, SECHET.RY: The Ssceretpry of Amerdican Samoa shall .
have all the powers nnd dutice of the Goveynor in fhe case : - .,

of a vacaney in the office of Governor or the disability or - «
tompurary absmce of the Governcr., He shall record and pre-= ' v,
gurve the lows and exceutive orders, and trensmit coples there- - -
of to the Scerctary of the Inturior. He shall have and per- L
form such other dutices as muy be preseribed by law or assipgned

to him by the Governor. s ¥

SICTION 4, SECRET.RY OF SAMO.N AFF.IRS: There shall be

a Seerotary of Samcan Affairs cppointed by the Governor from
among the leading chiefs. He shall hold office during the
plensure of the Govirnor. The Secretary of Samoan Affeirs
she1l be the hend of the Department of Local Government and
be responsible for the proper administration of the District,
County, and Village Affairs as provided by law and shall
supervise all ceremonial functions as may be provided by law,

SECTION 5. MILITIA AND POSSE COMITATUS: The Governor may
suimmon the posse camitatus or call out the militia to prevent
or suppross violence, invasion, insurrcction, or rebellion.

SECTION 6., EXECUTIVE REGULATIONS: The Govemor or his desig-
nated representatives shall have the power to issué exccutive
regulations not in conflict with this Constitution or any
applicable law. ‘ ; ‘

SECTION 7. SUPERVISION .iND CONTROL BY GOVERNOR, ORGANIZ ATION

OF EXECUTIVE BRANCH: The Governor shall have supervision and
control of all executive agencies amd instrumentalities of the
Government of American Samoa. There shall be no more than eight
Exccutive Departmants in the Governmenmt of American Samoa. No
other instrumentality shell be created, organiz ed, or established
by the Governor or the Legislature, without the prior approval
of the Secretary of the Interior, unless required by Federal pro-
groms ., ‘

SECTION 8, ANNUAL REPORT: The Governor shall annually make
an official report of the transactions of the Government of
lunorican'Smnoa to the Secretary of the Irterior,
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SECTION 9, PABRDONING POWER: 'The Governor shall have the
power to remit fines and forfeitures, commute sentences, and
grart reprievee and paprdons after conviction for offenses
against the Lows of Am r:Lcan Samoa . :

SECTION 10, RECCMMENDATICN OF LAWS: The Governor shall

give the Legislaturs information on the state of the Govern—
ment and recommend for its consideration  such measures as he
may deem necessary and expedient. He may attend or may depute
another person to represent himat: the meetings of the Legis—
lature, and may give expression to his views on any matter be-
fore such . body.

SECTION 11. gPPOINTMENT OF OFFICIALS: With the exception

of elective officisls, those appointed by the Secretary of

the Interioe, and thoses whose appointments are otherwise pro—
vided for, the officials of tk Govemment of American Samoa
including district, county and village officials sh21ll be
appointed by the Governor. Prior to appointing a district
governoy, a county chief, or a pulenu'u, the Governor shall
requcs’s the n: conmendatn.on of the appropriate district council
28 to who shall be appointed, in the cnse of a district govermr 5
of the appropriate county council and district governor, in the
case of a county chief; and of the appropriste village council,
district governor, and county chiif in the case of 2 pulemu'u.

SECTION 12. REMOV.L OF OFFICERS:. POWERS »ND DUTIES OF OFFICERS:

The Governor may appeint or remove any officer whose appoint—
ment is not otherwise provided for., .ll officers shall have

such powers and duties as may be conferred or imposed on them

by law or by executive regulation of the Govemor not inconsistent
with any law.

— ARTICIE V —
MISCELLANEOUS

SECTION 1, EXISTING OFFICERS For the public convenience

ard to insure continuity in the operation of the Govermment and
regardless of any other provision or provisions in this Con-
stitution, all officers of American Samoa, includirg District,
County, end Villege Officers in office on the effective dake of
this Constitution, shall, subject to the right of resignation
and removal as may be provided by law, continue to hold their
respective offices unti 1l the expiration of the time for which
they were respectively elected or appointed. - :

SECTION 2, EXISTING L&WS: In addition to the continuance

of certain laws as provided for by Section 3 of Article IIT
of this Constitution, all other laws of imerican Samoa not

inconsistent with this Constitution shall continue in force
until they expire by their own limitation or are altered @
repcaled by competent authority.

SECTION 3, AMENDMENTS: Any amendment to this Constitution

m2y be proposed in either house of the Legislature, and if

the same be agreed to by three-fifths of all members of each
house, voting separately, such proposed amendment shall be
entered on the Journals, with the yeas and nays taken thereon.
Such proposed amendment shall be referred to the next succeeding
Legislature, and if the same be agreed to by three-fifths of all.
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members of each house, voting separately, the Governor shzil ke

so advised by the Legislature. The Governor shall then submit
guch propgsed amendments to the voters eligible to vote for members
of the House of Representatives at the next generzl eglection.

If a majority of such voters voting zpprove such zmendment, the
Govemnor shall, within thirty days after such approvel shzll heve
been ofi‘iq;ally‘ determined, submit the same to the Secretzry cf
the Interior for approval or disapproval within fou# monthe zfier
its receipte. iy '

SECTION 4. REVISION OF THE CONSTITUTION: In view of chznging
conditions in Amorican Samoa, the Governor dhzll appcirt = new
Constitutional Committee five years after the effective date
of this Constitution to prepare amendments or a revised drzft
constitution to be ‘submitted to the Governor who shzll cz1l z
constitutional convention to congider the same. The delsgates
to the convention shall be selected by the respective counmty
councils. The number of delegates from each county shz1ll te the
number obtained by dividding the populaticn of the county, 22
shown by the last preceding Federal census, by 400, zny frzction
in the quotient obtained to be' disregarded if such fr=cticn te
. less than one-half and if such fraction shz1l be cne—hzlf cr mers
it shall be considered to be ohe unit, provided thet ezdi county
shall have at least one delegate, and provided further that
Swains Island shall have one delegate selected by the zdult per—
menent residents of the islond in open meeting, If the cconven—
tion approves such amendments or draft constitubicn eifier with
changes made therein by the convention or withcut chenges, the
"same as approved shall be submitted by the Governor tc the
voters eligible to vote for members of the House cof Representa—
_ tives at the next general election; ~nd if z mzjority cf the
voters voting approve the amendments or propcsed revised cor—
stitution, the Govemor shall submit the same to the Secretary
of the Interior for his approvelj and if he zpproves the szme,
then the amendments shall beccme part of this constituticn cr
the propcsed revised constitution shell replace this constitu—
tion, as the case may be.

SECTION 5. LOCA OR SPECIAL LiWS: The Legislature shzIl pzes
no local or special act if a generzl act can be mde zppliczble,

SECTION 6., EXISTING RIGHTS #ND LIABILITIES: Except 2s ctiler—
wise provided in this Constitution all existing zcticns, writs,
suits, proceedings, civil or criminal lisbilities, prcsecuticns,
judgements, decrees, séntences, orders, appezls, causes cf
action, contracts, claims, demarls, titles, and rights shell cco—
tinue unaffected notwithstanding the taking effect of this Con—
stitution. 5

SECTION 7, OATHS: A1l officers of smerican Samoa including
District, County, and Village officers, shall, before they
enter upon the duties of their respective offices, take znd sub—
scribe the following oath: - .

"I, : e 5 ofts =
do solemnly swear (or affimm) thot ¥ will suppert and defend the
Constitution of the United States agrinst all enemies

foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegi-
ance to the same; that I take this obligrtion freely, withcub
any mentrl reservation or purpee of evasion, ard that I will
well and faithfully discharge the dutics of the office on
which I am about to enter,and thet I will well and faithfully
uphold the laws of the United States applicable in Au‘ﬂcriC:".I'.
Samon, and the Constitution and lews of hmerican Samoca. 3¢

help me God,.M"
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SECTION 8, GENERAL POWER: The enumeration in this
Constitution of specified powers shall not be construed

as limitations upon the ‘power of the Government of Ame rican
Samca’ to provide for the general walfare of the people.

SECTION 9, CONSTRUCTION: In this Constitution titles shall

not be msed for the purposes of construction and wherever any
personal pronoun appears it shall be construed to mean either

sex; also in this Constitution a special or particular provision
shall control a general provision should there be inconsistency
between a special or particular provision and a general provision.

SECTION 10. PROVISIONS SELF-EXECUTING: The provisions of this
Constitution shall be self-ekxecuting to the fullest extent that
their respective natures permit. B

SECTION 11. SEAT OF GOVERNMENT: The seat of Gove.rm;me;xt shall
be at Fagatogo.

SECTION 12. EFFECTIVE D.TE: This Constitution, ratified and
approved on April 27, 1960, by the Secretary of the Interior,
acting pursuant to authority vested in him by Executive Order
Number 10264, dated June 29, 1951, of the President of the United
States, armd approved by the Constitutional Convention of the peo-
ple of imerican Samoa in its meeting in Fagatogo, American Samca,
on april 27, 1960, shall become effective on October 17, 1960.

RATIFIED /ND APPROVED:

/s/ Fred i. Seaton
Secretary of the Interior

We the undersigned, being the duly appointed Delegates to the
Constitution=l Convention, do hereby certify that the above aml
foregoing document was approved by us in Convention assembled
as th: Constitution of /merican Samoa,

For and on behalf of For and on behalf of For and on behalf of

Ma'oputasi County Alataua (Sasa'e) Alataua (Sisifo)
County County
/2/ Mauga Palepol [s/ le'isto  /s/ M. T, Tuitele
/8/ Lealaifuaneva :
P, E, Reid Zg[ S.Mulitauacpele [g[ E. L, Avegalio
/s/ Mulitauaopele
/s/ Paopacailua Tamotu  /s/ Maiava Sofala






